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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: <<Name, State Operation Lifesaver, Email, Phone>>

[bookmark: _Hlk19192276]<<State>> Operation Lifesaver Shares Valuable Rail Safety Education Message During the 10th Anniversary of See Tracks? Think Train® Week, Sept. 21-27


<<City, State, Date>> -- Every 3 hours in the U.S., a person or vehicle is hit by a train, and when it comes to vehicle-train collisions, more than 60% occur at active railroad crossings with lights and/or gates. These sobering statistics underscore the need for continued rail safety awareness. During See Tracks? Think Train® Week, taking place Sept. 21-27, <<State>> Operation Lifesaver will join Operation Lifesaver, Inc. (OLI) and partners across the nation to share lifesaving information and help the public make safe choices around tracks and trains.

This year marks the 10th anniversary of this national campaign. <<State>> Operation Lifesaver and partners, including <<insert examples, e.g. Sampletown Police Department and Sampletown Metro Authority>> will be conducting <<in-person/online/both>> outreach events across the state. These events will include <<insert brief descriptions of noteworthy events, highlighting location, prominent participants, etc. Bullet points ok.>>.

· SAMPLE EVENT: Sept. 21 – See Tracks? Think Train® Week Kickoff at Sampletown Community Park, with a proclamation reading by Mayor Smith Smithson.

“In <<state>>, we are committed to sharing the rail safety message and empowering those in our communities to stop track tragedies through education,” said <<name, title, program name>>. “This week of focused outreach is lifesaving. We are not only reminding the public about crossing and trespass incident prevention, we are also sharing critical information and tools to help individuals keep themselves and their loved ones safe.”
[bookmark: _Hlk49775753]
See Tracks? Think Train® Week (formerly Rail Safety Week) is a concentrated week of rail safety education focusing attention on the importance of making safe choices when driving or walking near railroad tracks and trains.

Across the U.S., See Tracks? Think Train® Week focuses on specific daily themes and messaging. 
· Monday, Sept. 21: #STOPTrackTragedies Media Outreach Day, launching the campaign with proclamations and kick-off events bringing attention to the week and its message.
· Tuesday, Sept. 22: Operation Clear Track, emphasizing the importance of obeying crossing safety and anti-trespass laws. Law enforcement and first responders across the U.S. and Canada will conduct awareness exercises, Officer on the Train activities and other in-person positive enforcement events, as well as share rail safety education messages through social media, emails and website posts.
· Wednesday, Sept. 23: Crossing Safety, emphasizing the importance of making safe choices where roadways cross railroad tracks, including the use of the Blue and White Emergency Notification System (ENS) signs.
· Thursday, Sept. 24: Transit Safety Thursday & Professional Driver Safety, sharing safe transit riding habits, information for driving on shared roadways with transit trains and critical guidance for truckers and professional drivers, as well as school bus drivers. 
· Friday, Sept. 25: Volunteering with OLI and Red Out for Rail Safety, encouraging the public to become an Operation Lifesaver Authorized Volunteer and wear red in support of rail safety education.
· Saturday, Sept. 26: Trespass Prevention Day, targeting pedestrians, joggers, students and outdoor enthusiasts with safety messages about the dangers of being on or near the tracks.
· Sunday, Sept. 27: No Photo, Video or Selfie is Worth the Risk, warning content creators and amateur and professional photographers of the dangers of illegal photos or videos taken near tracks and trains.

###

About <<State>> Operation Lifesaver  
<<Add state details, website and social media links as needed>>. 

About Operation Lifesaver  
Operation Lifesaver, Inc. (OLI) is a national #RailSafetyEducation nonprofit dedicated to stopping track tragedies through public awareness and education campaigns as well as a national volunteer network that gives free presentations encouraging safe behavior near tracks and trains. OLI supports the efforts of 47 state programs and the District of Columbia in sharing the rail safety education message. Explore OLI's virtual library of rail safety materials on the oli.org website. Visit oli.org to learn more, take a rail safety pledge, request free presentations and volunteer. Follow OLI on social media via Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, Pinterest, X and YouTube.  
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